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Rom. XIII. 3. 


Rulers are not a Terror to good Works, 
but to the Evil. 


HERE cannot be a greater Recommen- 
dation of the Preſence of Magiſtrates, 

nor Any Thing which can make their 
Employment more honourable in itſelf, more ſa- 
tisfactory to their own good Hearts, or more ac- 
ceptable to Others, than the Conſideration of- 
fered by the Apoſtle in the Text; and it is intro- 
duced by Him in this very Light, on Purpoſe to 
recommend their Perſons to our Reverence, their 
Office to our Eſteem, and their Precepts to our 
Obedience. It is indeed the higheſt Character 
which can be given to the higheſt Station on 
Earth, and at the ſame time it carries our Thoughts 
yet farther to the Influence of that Supreme Au- 
thority, by whom Kings reign, and Princes decree 
Tuftice, Prov.8.15. It points to the Original, the 
End, and the Importance of the Inſtitution of 
Magiſtracy, and ſhews the Reſemblance of their 
Office to that of the Divine Providence, as well 
as its Uſefulneſs to thoſe of their own Species; for 
We may fay the ſame even of the Attributes of 
A God 


= 
God, that they are not a Terror to good Works, but 
to the Evil. It contains a tacit Admonition to 
thoſe who are to ſupport this Office, to fulfil the 
true Intent of it, and a more expreſs Direction 
to thoſe who are to reap the Benefit of it; to ac- 
knowledge the Bleſſing, to aſſiſt in promoting it, 
and to accept it akvays with all Thankfulneſs. | 
will endeavour to offer ſuch farther Sede 
on it, as may anſwer the Deſign of our preſent 
Aſſembling, may awaken and ſtrengthen our good 
Reſolutions, may inſpire Us with the Fear of God 
and the Love of Each Other, may quicken our 
Zeal in the Execution of Juſtice, and in the fincere 
Encouragement and Furtherance of good Work. 
I obſerve then in the Firſt Place, that St Paul 
in this Paſſage, and in all others relating to Rulers, 
always ſuppoſes them to be, what they ought to 


He never once puts the Caſe of a corrupt Magi- 
frat who might prove a Terror to good Works, 

or points out what would be the proper Beha- 
viour towards ſuch an one; but He preſcribes 


Powers, and argues the Obligation of this Duty 
more particularly from the Uſefulneſs of their Of- 
fice, and the great Benefit received from them by 
Mankind. The Apoſtle was Himſelf a Subject, 


and wrote to Thoſe of the ſame Station in Life, 
and 
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be, Patrons of Virtue and Diſcouragers of Vice. 


Submiſſion and Obedience in general to all Ruling 
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and had therefore little Occaſion to enlarge on the 
Duty of thoſe who were in Authority, more than 
was contained in that Account of the beneficial 
Effects of their Office, which might influence O- 
| thers to Obedience. When called to ſpeak to Ma- 
giſtrates, He knew how to reprove thoſe who 
filled not their Station with Integrity and Con- 
ſcience, and to apply to ſuch Perſons in a very 
convincing and affecting Manner the important 
Precepts of R:ghteouſneſs and Temperance, and the 
fundamental Doctrine of a Judgment to come. But 
when He is writing to his Fellow-Subje&ts, He 
takes no Notice of any Misbehaviour of Thoſe 
who were placed over them, but makes the can- 
did Suppoſition in Favour of their Governours, 
that they knew and conſidered and practiſed a- 
right, and were a Terror only to thoſe who ought 
to be terrified ; and then infers from the Benefit 
of Government, what Regard and Obedience were 
due to it. He mentions not a word of their par- 
ticular Form and Conſtitution of Government, 
Nor of the great Alteration which had happened in 
it a few Years before, nor of the Perſonal Immo- 
ralities of the Emperor then reigning, nor of his 
open Diſregard to all Laws and Conſtitutions ; 
but He ſtates his Doctrine in ſuch a Manner as 
might be equally true and binding in all Ages and 
Countries, and under every Form of Government. 
| A 2 He 
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He teaches all Chriſtians that the Privileges of 
their Baptiſm did not releaſe them from but con- 


firm the legal Obligations that they were before 
under by the Conſtitution of their Country; and 


that, if they were perſecuted for their Faith, they 

muſt take their Sufferings patiently, ſince all Hu- 

man Authority was as yet againſt them. But He 

is far from forbidding them to lay Claim to the 

Privileges of the Law, when they were on their 

Side; nay, more than once He inſiſted on them 

in his own Caſe, when He had been Ilegally 

treated. He does not indeed enlarge on this Point 

of maintaining their legal Rights any more than 

on the other of 7e/gnmg them, becauſe this might 

perhaps be more liable to be miſapplied by his 

Fearers, and to have been interpreted into Sedi- 

tion by his Governours; but He leaves all ſuch 

Caſes out of the Queſtion as eaſy to be determi- 

ned, whenever they occur, by prudential Appli- 

cation of common Principles, and advances ſuch 

Doctrines only as are neceſſary to the Support of 

all Government, and not eaſy to be perverted to 

| the Deſtruction of Any. His very Precepts do in- 

| deed ſuppoſe different Forms of Government, but 
{| He meddles not farther with them than to ſup- 
1 poſe them, and to preſcribe Submiſſion to them 
't as ordained of God, however the Form of the Con- 
ſtitution might be Human, or the Ordinance of 

| 
| 
| 


Man, 


ESI. 
Man, as his Fellow Apoſtle St Peter expreſſes it. 

He never mentions the Suppoſition of the En- 
croachment of the Sharers of Authority on Each 
Other, where the Power by the Conſtitution is 
divided and lodged in different Hands; nor takes 
upon Him to determine by the Goſpel, what was 
ſtrictly a Point of Law; nor caſts any ſuch Re- 

flections on the Ruling Powers, as to ſuppoſe them 
to miſapply their Office ; nor ſo much as inti- 
mates what Courſe ſhould be taken, if 'They 

| ſhould employ to the Encouragement of Vice the 
Authority granted them by Providence for the 
Support of Virtue. From thetremarkable Silence 
of the Apoſtle as to all ſuch Caſes, may We not 
infer, that They have argued equally without his 
Authority, and equally againſt his Intent, who 
have drawn Inferences from his Doctrine in Fa- 
vour either of Tyranny on the one Hand, or of 
Rebellion on the Other; or who have pleaded his 

Inſtruction againſt his Example, for Submiſſion 
to illegal Violences, or for Reſiſtance to legal Or- 
dinances ? All his Precepts and Admonitions are 
indeed, (which ſhould be well remembered) on 
the Side of Authority ; but He no where deter- 
mines in what Perſon or Perſons that Authority 
ſhould in all Countries ſubſiſt, or what Limita- 
tions there ſhould be on the Exerciſe of it ; but 
leaves all ſuch Queſtions to the Determination of 

the 


d 
* 


„ 

the Laws of each reſpective Nation. He does not 
propoſe any Alteration in any Conſtitution, much 

leſs to reduce them All to one Model, but He 
plainly confirms the ſeveral Forms, and refers the 
Subjects of Each, (if his Epiſtle was, as undoubt- 
edly it was, defigned for univerſal Uſe) to the 
Knowlege of their legal Obligations for their Rule 
in this Reſpect; whilſt He urges the Enforcement 
of ſuch Rule, which was his proper Province, on 
the Principle of Conſcience. He could not intend 
the Slavery of all Subjects, becauſe He is conti- 


nually ſhewing them, as a Motive to Obedience, 


the Benefits whichithe People enjoy from Govern- 
ment, which can never be ſaid of thoſe who are 
in that State: nor could He intend to leſſen the 
Security or weaken the Power of Rulers at the 
Caprice or the Licentiouſneſs of the People ; be- 


cauſe He is ſtill more expreſs againſt ſuch Conſe- 


quences, and guards with more Caution, becauſe 
here indeed the greater Danger lay, againſt this 
Extreme than the Other. The Purport of his 
whole Diſcourſe was to prevent Difturbances, to 


| promote Peace and Virtue, to ſecure due Prote- 
ction from the Governours and Allegiance from 


the Perſons governed ; and from the candid Sup- 
 fofition which He here makes for the Former, 
that They really do their Duty, and the expreſs 
Inference which he urges on the Latter, that They 


ſhould 


171 


may infer, (and it is All that can be inferred on 
this Subject from all the inſpired Writings) that 
Government in general is the Ordinance of God 


for the Uſe of Man; that our own Conſtitution 


is the Rule of our Allegiance; and that it is more 
Apoſtolical, in theſe our Religious Inſtructions 
and Exhortations, to preſs Obedience in general 
to the Powers that Providence has placed over us, 


on the charitable Suppoſal of their proper Pro- # 


tection, than to ſuggeſt poſſible Caſes, and the 

Apprehenſion of conſtitutional Breaches, which 

are mare properly the Subject of Legal than of 
Evangelical Enquiry. 


ſhould do theirs; from this entire Paſſage We / ? 


wm 
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It may be obſerved, . Secondly, both from the 


Sentiment and Expreflion of the Text, that the 
proper Rule of arid Motive to right Conduct muſt 
ariſe from other and higher Principles than the 
Laws and Penalties of the Magiſtrates. Rulers 
are not a Terror to good Works, nor is it owing to 
the Fear of Them that Thoſe, who are truly Good, 
deſerve that Title. They are aTerror to evil Works, 
not only after they are committed, when Ven- 
geance is expected, but an uſeful Reſtraint on bad 


Minds, an happy Proviſion to prevent evil Diſ- 
. poſitions from breaking forth into evil Actions, 


even thro the Apprehenſion of Puniſhment. And 
in this Reſpect much may be ſaid on the Uſeful- 
neſs 
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C71 
neſs and Importance of their Office in the preſent 
State of our Corruption. But Thoſe who would 
riſe above a meer Freedom from Corruption, 
Thoſe who would be an Ornament to their Na- 
ture, and a Service to their Fellow-Creatures, 
Thoſe who would be uniform in Integrity, and 
eminent in Social Virtue, would maintain good 
Works, good and profitable to Men, as the Apoſtle 
elſewhere expreſſes it, Such muſt be directed and 
animated by ſome Principles of ſuitable Extent 
and Influence ; and St Paul does plainly here ſup- 
poſe them to be ſo, antecedently to the Conſi- 
deration of the Magi/trate's Interpoſition. Nay 
He not only ſuppoſes but expreſſes the Principle 
on which all Good Men act, preventing thereby 

all Terror from Earthly Rulers ; and enforces the 
particular Duty owing to Governours from that 
which All owe to the Supreme Being. Let Every 
Soul, ſays He, be ſubjef? unto the Higher Powers. 
Fur there is no Power but of God: the Powers that 


be, are ordained of God. Whoſoever therefore re- 
feſteth the Power, refiſteth the Ordinance of God: 


and They that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Dam- 
nation. This Exhortation and Argument ſuppoſe 
Thoſe to whom it is addreſſed, to live in the Pear 
of God, and then the Apoſtle adds that Thoſe, 
who did ſo, could have no Objection to the Ma- 
giſtrate's Office even from the Nature and Deſign 

of 


121 
of it. Fur Rulers are not à Terror to good Works. 
Indeed the Fear of God, and the Practice of good 
Works, fincere Piety and ſound Morality, are ſo 
cloſely connected, that there muſt be great Hy- 
pocriſy, or Self-Deceit, or Preſum ption, when- 
ever Virtue does not diſtinguiſh the Profeſſors of 
the true Religion. The Fear of God, and that 
only, is calculated equally to affect all Perſons 
at all Seaſons, and in all Circumſtances of Life; 
The Obligation of Morality, as well as the En- 
fercements of it, depends entirely on Religious 
Principles. It is the Will of God, which ſtrictly 
gives Authority to every other Conſideration, and 
makes that, which is fit in itſelf, or reaſonable 
in our Circumſtances, or neceſſary to the Publick 
Welfare, or uſeful to our own, abſolutely bind- 
ing on Conſcience. When any of theſe Argu- 
ments are conſidered as expreſſive of the Deſign 
of Him who made Us reaſonable and ſocial Be- 


ings, they carry then their due Weight and In- 


fluence, and may properly be urged as Evidences 


of our real Duty. The Will of the Creator, however 


made known, mult be the juſt Rule of Action 
to all his Creatures ; and the Favour of Him, on 


whom our eternal Welfare depends, muſt be the 


higheſt Motive that can be offered to thinking 
Beings, and will ever render Integrity, under the 


greateſt preſent Diſadvantages, upon the whole 
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unqueſtionably our higheſt Intereſt. But upon 
the Atheiftical or Sceptical Suppoſition the Caſe 
would be much otherwiſe. If there were no God, 
or if he were regardleſs of our Behaviour, if We 
could disbelieve or but doubt of theſe great 
Truths, then preſent Policy or Prudence would 
be our higheſt Principles; and (need We ask!) 
Could Good Works in any tolerable Degree be 


maintained on this Foundation? The Inſufficiency | 
of Human Laws to direct, to oblige, to enforce 


a right Conduct in all Caſes, is as evident as their 
Uſefulneſs to this Purpoſe in ſome Particulars. 
Their Defects are great and many, and obvious, 
and occur to our firſt Reflection. They interfere 
not with our Perſonal Conduct any farther than 
that interferes immediately with the Publick Wel- 
fare, and therefore can only reſtrain ſome of the 
moſt groſs and public Acts of Immorality. We 
may deſtroy our Health, our Reputation, our For- 
tune, without offering any direct Injury to Others; 
and may ruin Ourſelves very effectually, without 
falling under any Penalty of the Laws that We 
live under. And even with Regard to our Con- 
duct towards Others, Great Streſs is to be laid on 
the Diſtinction obſervable in the Text. There is 
a Medium betwixt good and evil Works, which i 
the utmoſt Point that Human Laws can poſſibly 
ſecure, A Man thro Fear of them may poſſibly 
a 1 


4 #3 3 


be wrought on to be Ingffenſeve and Harmleſs tc to- 
wards his Brethren, and this would be a conſi- 
derable Point gained, if their Influence had more 
univerſally this Effect. But Goodneſs and Com- 
paſſion, a Deſire to prevent and to relieve the Di- 
ſtreſſes of our Fellow-Creatures, theſe Qualities 
are neceſſary to ſecure the Welfare and Comfort 
of Human Life, and to anſwer the End for which 
We were ſent hither with mutual Wants and ſo- 
cial Inclinations: Vet theſe are evidently beyond 
the Power of all Human Conſtitutions: They - 
cannot reach the Heart, improve its good, or ex- 
tirpate its evil Diſpoſitions; their whole Force ex- 
tends no farther than the Regulation of the cur- 
ward Behaviour. Nor is This the greateſt of their 
Defects. The whole external Conduct, even in 
the moſt confeſſed Acts of Immorality, is not 
ſubject to their Influence. Where the Crime, or 
even the Author of it, can be kept ſecret, the Ter- 
ror of Rulers loſes its Force, and the worſt of Evil 
Works may be contrived and executed without 
Danger : There are likewiſe ſeveral other Me- 

thods of preventing Puniſhment, and conſequent- 
ly of leſſening the Weight of that Motive which 
ariſes from the Apprehenſion of it, beſides this 
of Secrecy. The Greatneſs of the Crime is ſome- 
times a Security to the Criminal; and when Wic- 


kedneſs pen in high Places, where it is com- 
B 2 mitted 
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mitted againſt greater Knowlege, upon leſs In- 
ducements, and draws after it the Corruption of 
more numerous Followers, yet for theſe very Rea- 


Z ſons it may perhaps be more ſafely practiſed, and 


the Offenders may be privileged from the Enquiry 


of Human Laws. There is a more afflicting con- 


ſideration, if poſſible, yet behind, that even Un- 
derſtanding and Learning, Art and Eloquence, may 
be applied to aggravate the Injury and pervert the 
Law; and that very Knowlege, which ſhould 
teach a Man to live virtuouſly, may but inſtruct. 
an Evil Heart to /in ſecurely. Nay the very Pri- 


vileges of our national Conſtitution may be liable 


to the ſame ill Uſe. The happy Degrees of Li- 
berty, which the People of this Land enjoy, are 
but too eaſily abuſed to Licentiouſneſs, and the 
great Care that has been taken that an Honeſt 
Man ſhould not ſuffer thro' Injuſtice, may and 
often does prove the very Means by which a Wic- 
ked Man eſcapes with Impunity. In ſhort, the 
Grounds of Obedience to the Magiſtrate, and the 


Diſcharge of good Works, cannot ſtrictly be de- 


duced but from the Suppoſition of previous Ob- 
Tigations on Conſcience ; nor can either of them be 
duly enforced in Argument, or reaſonably be ex- 
pected in Practice, but on the ſame Univerſal Prin- 
ciple. God Himſelf by the Prophet 1ſazah reproves 
their Principle as inſufficient, and their Practice 

| Fg 
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as irregular, charging both their Religion and N. 
rality as defective, whoſe Fear towards Him was 
taught only by the Precept of Men, joining with 
this Charge that of Hypocriſy and Diſobedience, 
and adding to the Whole a Denunciation of fear- 
ful Vengeance. J. 29.12 &c. But He who con- 
ſiders the Magiſtrate as the Miniſter of God to Men 
for their Good, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it juſt after 
the Text, that is, He that acts on truly Religious 
Principles, regarding the Inſtitution of Rulers as 
the Appointment of that Providence for preſent 
Uſes, who made Us All for farther and greater 
Purpoſes, He, and He only, has that Principle 
within Him, which can teach, enforce, and main- 
tain the real Practice of good Works, the direct Vio- 
lation of which it is the higheſt and utmoſt Aim 
of the Magiſtrate to prevent. This Regard to the 
Supreme Governour of all Things was that which 
maintained Good Works in the State of Innocence, 
and preſerved that State as long as it was ſteadily 
adhered to. Whereas the Neceſſity of Earthly 
Rulers, and the Origin of all Terrors, aroſe from 
a State of Corruption ; and therefore it was with 
peculiar Propriety that the Apoſtle has thus con- 
need them, and confined their Uſe and Influence 
to this very Purpoſe, that Rulers are not a Terror 
to Good Works, but to the Evil. Whilſt Man was 
able to govern Humſelf, and actually exerciſed this 


Ability 


[ 14 ] 


Ability, Regularity and Peace were the happy 


Conſequences, and there was no Room for in- 


ward Fear or outward Diſcipline. 


lt may be obſerved Thirdly, that the Good Ef. 


fects of Magiſtracy, as far as They do reach, the 
beneficial Influence of it even in that lower End, 
as being 4 Terror to Evil Works, do ſtill depend 
on the general Prevalence of Conſcience amongſt 
Men. The due Execution of the Laws, which 
is the only Terror to Thoſe who act on no Prin- 
ciple Themſelves, muſt {till reſt on the good Prin- 
Ciples and faithful Practices of Others. Were not 
the Fear of God rooted in the Hearts of Men, the 
Criminal would have many more Methods, than 
now he has, of defeating the Courſe of Juſtice, 
and eſcaping the Vengeance due to his Crimes, 
He might with leſs Infamy, and greater Proſpect 

of Succeſs, apply to corrupt thoſe, on whoſe Fi- 


delity his Welfare would depend; and might with 


more Probability of Hope entreat, or bribe, or 
threaten them into a falſe Report, if They had no 


Anſwer to make to ſuch preſſing Applications, 
but the mere Equity of the Caſe, or the Fitneſs of 


the Thing. But the Neceſſity of ſpeaking the 
Truth, and of giving a fair Determination accord- 
ing to the Evidence of it, when the God that made 
Us, and on whoſe Favour depends our eternal 
Welfare, is appealed to for our Integrity, is clear 

and 
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and unqueſtionable, is a ſufficient Reply to every 

wrong Suggeſtion, and more than a Ballance to 
every Temptation of Irtereft; or Afeckion, or Fear. 
By this Solemn Appeal, and the natural ſtrong 


Effect of it, the Integrity of the Witneſs and of the 
Juror is ſecured, and the Magiſtrate comes to the 
true Knowledge of the Crime thro the Fidelity of 
Thoſe, who have called on the Supreme Being 
and Judge for a Retribution ſuitable to their Fi- 
delity. Without ſuch Security the beſt Laws 
would be empty Words, and the ſtricteſt Proceſſes 
would be unavailing Forms; and every One would 
ſpeak, and teſtify, and determine, juſt as Incli- 
nation or Intereſt directed, if there were no Re- 
ſtraint from Motives of Conſcience. God be 
thanked, the Caſe of an Atheiſtical Society is an 
imaginary one, and We truſt will ever be fo, ſince 
it is incredible that any conſiderable Number of 
Men ſhould be ſo far loſt to the very In/tin##s of 
Nature, the firſt Principles of Reaſon, and the uni- 
verſal Light of at leaſt a Traditional Revelation, 
as to agree in excluding the great Author of all 
Things, in whom They live and move and have 
their Being, and without whom there could not 
have been either Thought, or Life, or Exiſtence 
in the Univerſe. And it is equally incredible what 
Principles could have held ſuch Perſons together 
in N (if ſuch there had been) what Methods 


could 
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could have been contrived to eſtabliſh Social Vi- 
tue, or to correct unſocial Iniquities. But not to 
leave Matter of Fact, or to deviate into viſionary 
Suppoſitions, We may obſerve that Scepticiſm has 
with Regard to Conduct, very nearly the ſame Ef. 


fects as Atheiſm ; and that, tho even This cannot 


become Univerſal, yet in Proportion to its Pro- 
greſs it has very mighty and very dreadful Effects, 
and particularly with Reſpect to the Point before 


Us, in violating the Precepts and enervating the 


Sanctions of the Civil Magiſtrate. Contemplative 


Perſons, eſpecially when under the Influence of 


a fervent Zeal for Piety and Virtue, may perhaps 
ſometimes exceed in their Charge, may vn ſcalculate 
the practical Tendency of the Notions that They 
oppoſe; but Let Us look into Life, and appeal 
to Thoſe with whom the Executive Power is 


lodged, and Who by their extenſive Experience 


muſt be beſt able to determine ſuch a Queſtion. 
Do They not obſerve, that Human Laws are daily 


loſing their Force, as the preſent Diſregard to all 


Divine Laws is prevailing, and Do They not find 
a ſuitable Increaſe of Criminals in Proportion to 
the acknowleged Decay of Chriſtian Principles? 


Has not the Power of Natural Religion ſunk with 


that of Revealed, and the Cauſe of Moral Virtue | 


with Both; and Do not the Magiſtrates find it 
more difficult to prevent Offences, and to correct 


the 


/ 


„ 
the Offenders, ſince the preſent Spirit of Pro- 
phaneneſs and Infidelity has gone forth to trouble, 
diſhonour, corrupt and ruin our Land? Was it 
not natural to expect that Vice ſhould abound 


fince Men have been taught that it is beneficial w- _ 


the Publick, and not farther prejudicial to Them- 


{elves than in the preſent State, where it is often 


viſibly advantagious ; and that they ſhould give 
Way to an unbounded Purſuit of Pleaſure or Pro- 
ft in this World, when They are inſtructed to 
lay aſide all Apprehenſions of another? Does not 
Experience fully confirm theſe Expectations, and 
have not the Crimes, which have diſgraced our 
Age, exceeded both in Kind and Degree, in Fre- 
quency and Inſolence, thoſe which raiſed the 


* Complaints of former Times? There is indeed 


a peculiar Reaſon, why Scepticiſim leſſens the In- 
fluence of the Magiſtrate's Authority, and takes 
off that Terror which Rulers were deſigned to be 


to Evil Works, in that the utmoſt Puniſhment - 


which the Magiſtrate can inflict, at leaſt amongſt 
Us, is according to that Notion but a Releaſe 
from Trouble, and is ſometimes among ſuch Per- 


ſons a Matter of voluntary Choice. Death, which 


is the King of Terrors to all Malefactors, who 


believe a future State, and as ſuch is threatened 


by the Laws as the ſevereſt Penalty to the worſt 


Offences, is made a Matter of Sport by thoſe re- 


C fined 
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fined Reaſoners who have got above all Vulgar 
_ Prejudices ; the very Method by which They 


chooſe to eaſe their Grief, when any inſupportable 


Calamity in Mind, Body, or Eſtate, comes upon 
them. As They acknowlege No One to be a Lord 
over Them, They claim of Courſe an uncontroul- 
able Right to the Management of Themſelves; 
and therefore when Diſtreſs happens, if it be ca- 
 pable of Relief, They have Nothing to reſtrain 
them from ſeizing it, tho' by Injury to Others; 
or if it be zncapable of Redreſs, They aſſume the 
ſame Liberty of another Remedy by the ſuppoſed 
Extinction of their Being. Neither is this Specu- 


lation but Fact. Suicide has actually prevailed as 


the natural Conſequence of Infidehty, ſince Anni- 
hilation 1s certainly preferable to irremediable Mi- 
ſery ; and this not only amongſt the learned Pa- 
trons of ſo undeſirable a Scheme, but it has de- 
ſcended to ſome of their meaner Diſciples among 
the Vulgar, who have had Reſolution enough to 
act up to their Principles and to make Uſe of the 
Liberty that They fo unlimitedly claim. Now 
This is not only the moſt daring Act of Diſobe- 
dience towards the Author of their Beings, but is 
the higheſt Inſult and even Defiance of the Ma- 
giſtrate's Authority, rendring his utmoſt Penalty 
contemptible, and deſtroying the very Foundation 
of any Terror from his Office, For what can 


[19] 


He fond in Awe of, who believes Nothing of an 


After-Recompence, and who, with Regard to the 
gent State, chooſes often to inflict that upon 
Himſelf, which is the worſt that Rulers can in- 
flict upon Him? and ſurely He, who has no Fear 
of any Kind for Himſelf, is the moſt e 
of all Enemies in Society to Others. 
It will be proper to add a Fourth Obſervation 
on the Uſefulneſs of the Terror, which Earthly Ru- 
ters are to Evil Works, tho that Terror does not 
extend to all Caſes or Perſons. Notwithſtanding 
the Defecis which the Contrivance and Execution 


of Human Laws are neceſſarily ſubject to, which 


indeed were never intended as a compleat Rule 


of Life or Motive to Duty, yet the good Effects 
of them are numerous and conſiderable; and to 
them We owe much of the Security and Com- 
fort of our preſent Station. The Terror ariſing 
from them, having the Advantage of being more 
viſible and more immediate, than that which is 
threatened by Divine Authority, has of Courſe 
more Weight with thoſe unthinking Creatures, 
who are engroſſed with preſent Concerns, and look 
no farther than the Objects juſt before them. And 
conſidering how many ſuch thoughtleſs Wretches 


there are in the World, on whom all the gracious 


Schemes of Providence for teaching, reminding, 
and awakening them to a Senſe of their Duty, 
2 have 


, 
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have no Effect, it is to be conſidered as an In- 
ſtance of great Mercy to Us, and even to Them, 
that there is this farther Call on their Attention, 
and more inſtant Motive to a regular Life. Exam- 
ples of Diſcipline inſtruct Men by their Senſes, 
which is ſometimes the only Method of apply- 


ing to them, and teach them experimentally that 


They miſtook the Path of Pleaſure and Comfort, 
when they purſued it by diſhoneſt and injurious 
Means. Thoſe, who cannot argue, can feel ; and 
Thoſe who can ſtop their Ears againſt all Argu- 
ments for Religion, yet cannot ſhut their Eyes 


againſt the Magiſtrate's Execution of Wrath again 


them that do Evil; but may be capable of being 
taught, like the Men of Succoth, with Briers and 
Thorns, tho They will not /z/ten to the Voice of the 
Charmer, charm He never ſo wiſely with the uner- 
ring Dictates of Revelation. Now their Abſtain- 
ing from Evil Works, on whatever Motive, is how- 
ever Beneficial to the Publick; and if our Rights 
and Properties are ſecured, the Benefit is the ſame 
to Us, tho the Merit is not the ſame in Him who 
forbears to injure Us merely thro' his Fear of the 
Civil Magiſtrate, and not on any Principle of Con- 
ſcience, But there is a farther, and a very im- 
portant Advantage ariſing from the Terror of Ru- 
lers even to the Heart that is not yet affected with 

any due Senſe of God and Goodneſs, as being 


a pro- 


TTC as”: 
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a probable Means of contributing to his Recovery 
and Reformation. The Reſtraints which Hu- 
man Laws lay upon their Actions, muſt involve 
them in conſtant Uneaſineſs and perpetual Con- 
tradiction who do not ſuitably correct their 
Hearts, and render their Inclinations agreeable 
to the Precepts thus enforced. Could They, when 
They lay aſide the Fear of God, indulge them- 
ſelves abſolutely in their own Humours and De- 
fires without Controul, tho' the Scene would be 
ſhort, and the Satisfaction inconſiderable, yet there 
would be ſome Appearance of Temptation to caſt 
off the only Reſtraint, and to live at large at their 
own Will. But the moſt abandoned Perſon can- 
not propoſe, or is deceived in propoſing ſuch a 
Scheme. Some Stop there muſt at length be put 
to irregular Defires and Purſuits, for the Sake of 
Society, or the Magiſtrate will interpoſe, and ei- 
ther prevent or correct thoſe Steps, which prove 
injurious to Others. Now when Appetites are 
inflamed, and long and frequent Indulgences have 
hitherto proceeded without Check, the Self-De- 
dial in the la? Step, after ſuch a Progreſs in In- 
quity, and ſuch habitual Exceſſes, will be much 
more painful and uneaſy than it would have been 
in the fr ft Deviation from the Rule of Duty; 
and a regular conſiſtent Virtue, beginning in Con- 
ſeience and ending in Good Works, will be found 
the 
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che more eaſy and accbptable Taſk than the 
Scheme of ſinning within propoſed Limits, and 
indulging in Vice to ſuch a Degree as that the 
Magiſtrate may not reach it. The Difficulties and 
Intricacies of ſuch a partial Obedience, the Cares 


attending a Diſtraction betwixt the Love of Plea- 


fare or Profit, and the Apprehenſion of Vengeance 
from the Magiſtrate, the Severity of this Terror 
to Thoſe whoſe Guilt cuts off every alleviating 
Confideration, Theſe complicated Troubles may 
prove the very Means of bringing the Offenders 
to a right Mind, may occaſion them to review 
their Scheme, and for their own Sakes to reverſe 


it; to fix the neceſſary Reſtraint at the very Boun- 


daries betwixt Right and Wrong, and to place 
their Fear on its greateſt and moſt proper Object, 
where it will be accompanied by Love, will ren- 
der every Act of Obedience eaſy and uniform, 
and every Remembrance of it Satisfactory and De- 
lightful. This Argument, being founded on the 
Intereſt of Men, is the more likely to have its 
Effect; and fince the Path-of Duty is the only 


Foundation of Comfort, and is itſelf the more e- 
ſy becauſe always conſiſtent, therefore the Terror 


of the Rulers interrupting the Wicked may drive 
them to Goodneſs as the only Deliverance from 
all Terror ; and the Fear of Men, by awakening 


| vane! Attention , may lead them to the Fear of 


God, 


[23] 
God, which is the true Source of all Joy, and oy 


only Refuge in all Calamities. 
The Fifth Obſervation ſhall be on * great 


| Obligation that All are under to aſſiſt in accom- 


pliſhing that great End of Magiſtracy here repre- 
ſented, and in endeavouring that Rulers may in- 
deed be 4 Terror not to Good Works, but to the 
Evil. Their own Integrity is far from being the 
only Article neceſſary to this Purpoſe. Were That 
ſufficient, We of this Nation ſhould have very 
ample Security, and ſhould be able to ſay much 
more of the Compleatneſs of our Laws in Specu- 
lation, and of their extenſive Efficacy in Practice, 

than at preſent We can do. Amongſt the un- 
happy Diviſions ariſing always | in a free Nation, 


this Point almoſt alone remains undiſputed, and 


the eminent Care taken in the Choice of fit Per- 
ſons to adminiſter the Laws among Us, is by all 
acknowleged, by All gratefully accepted. But 
notwithſtanding their Integrity, notwithſtanding 
their Sagacity, as They muſt in the Determina- 
tion of Cauſes ſee with the Eyes, and hear with 
the Ears of Others, unleſs All concur impartially 
to ſearch out the Cauſe of Truth, and to vindi- 
cate the Cauſe of Virtue, the beſt Good Works 
may be miſrepreſented, and the worſt of Evil 
ones palliated ; and Rulers with the moſt upright 
Hearts Themſelves may thro' the Iniquity of O- 

thers 
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thers be forced to pronounce wrong Sentences, 
There muſt be a Concurrence of all Good Men 
in diſtinguiſhing, affiſting, and protecting the 
fame Character in Each Other, or the Magiſtrate 


alone cannot ſupport the Intereſt of Virtue. Some- 


what of the Inability of all Earthly Governours 
in this Point ſeems ſuggeſted in the Text, by that 


low and cautious Expreſſion merely that Ruler: 


are not a Terror to good Works: Tt might have 
been expected perhaps, that it ſhould have been 
faid that They are the Supporters, Encouragers, 
and Rewarders of good Works; but in Fact their 
Power of Rewarding 1s not, cannot be, for many 
Reaſons, ſo extenſive as that of Puniſhing. Pro- 
tection is the Favour to be expected from their 


Hands by the Inoffenſive, and therefore the Apo- 
ſtle with great Strictneſs and Accuracy expreſſes 
it, that They are not a Terror to good Works ; and 


in the following Verſe again mentions Commenda- 


tion as the Recompence to be looked for from 


them. Do that which is good, and Thou ſhalt have 
Praiſe of the ſame. But neither can the Benefit 
of this lower Privilege be reaped by the Innocent, 
unleſs Every Private Man does in his Station join 
with the Rulers in the Support of Innocence, and 
think Himſelf both in Point of Intereſt and Duty 
obliged to it. If all Good Men would 71ſ up to- 


Zether againſt the Wicked, and take one common Part 


againſt 


n n * 1 A. au. a 


ogainft the Buil ers 
the great Mark of DiſtinQtion, and would con 


fider None as true Friends to Fh 
| th Cnc Ghats who were not zealous to 
iſh; Mo! ties oh Evangelical Principles; 
if — cad conſider the Tie of Chriſtian Sen- 
timents and Practices as ſtricter than that of any 
inferior Nature, and would contlerrit and proſe 
cute with equal Severity in all Perſons the cryin 
- Sins of Prophanenefs' and Initiorality, of Theft 
and Slander, of Perjury and Impurity, the united -/ 
Endeavours of all ſincere Believers might ſtill con- 
tribute to revive. the ſinking Cauſe of Religion 
and Virtue; and the Conjunction of Divine and 
Human Laws might well be hoped to work to- 
gether with Succeſs, to the Security and Further- 
ance of good Works. The Enforcement of the o- 
ther Part of the Conſideration will be One ſuc- 
ceſsful Method even of promoting this. A Care- 
ful Proviſion that Rulers may be more effectually 
a Terror to Evil Works will facilitate the Deſires 
and Endeavours of Thoſe who are labouring to 
ſupport good Ones. A profeſſed Oppoſition to 
every Method of ſecreting the Truth, of pervert- 
ing and confounding the plain and well-meaning 
Evidence, of ſupporting a flagrant Crime, or pro- 
tecting a:known Criminal, muſt be the neceſſary 
Aſſiſtant to Juſtice ; and Every One, whether le- 
| D gally 


fe} 
gally called on or not, mould be ſo much the 
Friend of the Court, as it is uſually called and ought 
always to be eſteemed, as to aſſiſt to the utmoſt 
of his Ability in aſcertaining the Truth and de- 
tecting the Offender. Above all, it ſhould be a 
Matter of ſtrict Conſcience with the Jurors, (and 
it is an Article on which They do uſually moſt 
need Admonition) that They do not defeat the 
wiſe Intent and Severity of the La by their unwiſe 
Noticns of Clemency, nor go contrary to poſi- 
* tive Evidence thro any Opinion of theirs of the 
Inequality of the Injury and of the Penalty. The 
Nature of the Crime, and of the due Puniſhment 
which ſhould attend it, has in moſt Caſes been 
determined by the Wiſdom of the Nation, and 
the Point before them is chiefly the Reality of the 
Fact, which is to be determined as well without 
Favour as without Prejudice, and which They 
have ſolemnly called God to Witneſs that They 
would determine impartially according to the E- 
vidence, without Reſpect to any other Conſide- 
1 ration. It is as unjuſtifiable in itſelf, and to Ma- 
| 4 ny the more dangerous Temptation, to pervert 
| the Truth and return a wrong Verdict, thro too 
. 4 much Te enderneſs, as thro too much Rigour; ſince 
| | | Veracity and Society are equally injured: in both 
| Caſes. Nay with Reſpect to the Publick the In- 
Þ jury is ſometimes greater, when thro partial Fa- 
= 0 | bo vour 


1 271 
your the Guilty is acquitted; becauſe; ſhould They 
err on the ſtrict Side, there is farther Proviſion 
for Mercy in Wiſer Breaſts, and the Sufferings of 
Thoſe wWwho have any Appearance of Innocence 
may ſtill be, and are uſually prevented by the In- 
terpoſition of Thoſe, with whom the Power of 
Grace and Favour is prudently lodged. But when 
the real Criminal is diſcharged by a partial Ver- 
di&t, the Proſecutor is doubly injured, and has no 
farther Remedy or Means of Redreſs : The Ap- 
ptehenſion of this Event has diſcouraged many 
Sufferers from doing Right to Themſelves and to 
the Publick by a legal Proſecution, and has made 
them fit down content under the firſt Injury ra- 
ther than hazard their Time and Pains and For- 
tune in an uncertain and too often a fruitleſs At- 
tempt of gaining Reparation or promoting Diſci- 
pline. The Fact, I preſume, has fallen under the 
Obſervation of Every One who is at all conver- 
fant in the Affairs of the World, and the Conſe- 
quence has been that the Laws have loſt their 
Terror; Offenders: have more frequently eſcaped 
with Impunity, and have thereby been encouraged 
to the more frequent Repetitions of their Crimes, 
It will not, I hope, be unbecoming to add, that 
the Magiſtrates Themſelves have in this Reſpect 
the beſt Power of reviving the decaying Regard 
ſnewn to the Laws by putting them vigorouſly in 
D 2 Exe- 
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aſſigned by the Laws on Thoſe who have fallen 
under reaſonable and full Conviction. The Ma. 
giſtrate does not, ought not 0 bear the Sword in 
vain, for He is the Minister of God, a Revenger to 
execute Wrath upon Him that doth Evil. This is 
on the higheſt Authority declared to be the Intent 
of his Office, and it is ſtrictly. an Office of Cha- 
rity as well as Juſtice. Every One's Compaſſion, 
the Magiſtrate's efpecially, is due to the Publick, 
whoſe Welfare can only be ſupported by the Pre- 
vention of mutual Injuries ; and theſe are as far 
as poſſible to be prevented by the Certainty and 
Severity of the Penalty to be inflicted on thoſe 
which are detected. Remiſsneſs in this Point is 
the moſt miſtaben Mercy, as it promotes Diſtreſs 
and Tranſgreſſion, by ſubjecting the Innocent to 
Inſults and Wrongs, and encouraging the Guilty 
to Perſeverance and Progreſs in their Evil Courſes. 
Whereas thoſe Rulers, who are moſt exemplarily 
4 Terror to Evil Works, do thereby, (which is the 
happieſt Method) prevent much Sin and Miſery 
in the World, reſtraining Thoſe who but for this 
Terror would offend, and thereby ſecuring Others 
in the peaceable Enjoyment of their Poſſeſſions, 
who would otherwiſe have been diſturbed and 
u in them. — this Terror leads to Obe- 
dience 
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ah be faftevicho Aiden and Goodneſs of the 
Magiſtrates ; but whether an Eafineſs and Fre- 
in granting Pardons does not much leſſen 
the Terror of Rulers, and thereby occaſion moſt 
fatal Effects in Society, is a Point that deſerves © 
their moſt ſerious Attention. 

Our Laſt Obſervation may ſuitably and pro- 
ftably be employed on that more equitable Scene 
of Retribution, to which all theſe are but prepa- 


ratory; where Rulers Themſelves will be account- . 


able for their Conduct; where good Works will 
meet with a ſure Reward, and evil ones with as 
certain Vengeance. Then They who eſcaped the 
preſent Methods of Enquiry, and Exerciſe of Diſ- 
cipline, by concealing their Crime, or by taking 
the Advantage of the Doubtfulneſs or Obſcurity 


of the Law ; or by perverting the plain Senſe of 


it, or by the Solicitation of Favour to defeat the 
very Intent of it, ſhall find themſelves reſerved to 
aclearer and more irreverſible Sentence; and ſhall 
then learn, that Every Contrivance and Indulgence, 
which contributed to leſſen the Terror of the Law, 


or to encourage their Continuance in Wickedneſs, 


was in Reality the greateſt Cruelty to Themſelves, 
| — as 
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as betraying them more effectually into everlaſting 
a dation. The deepeſt Fraud, the moſt artful 
' Policy, the he irongeſ Force, the very — 
the Crimes or of the Criminals, all which have at 
different Times occaſioned their Security in this 
4 World, will but enhance their Condemnation in 
the other, and will be found to be truly mor 
fatal Impoſitions upon Themſelues than upon O. 
thers. No Subtlety of Penetration, no Rhetorick 
of Language, no Miſrepreſentation of Facts, wil 
avail at the great Tribunal, but every Deſign and 
every Event will appear in their true Light with 
all their aggravating or abating Circumſtances; 
whilſt infinite Knowlege will direct the Sentence, 
and infinite Power will enforce it. The Falſe 
Accuſation, the Perjured Teſtimony, the Preva- 
ricating Defence, the corrupt Verdict, the ini- 
quitous Sentence, will then appear as ſo many In- 
ſtances of Fully as well as of Guilt, and being then 
of no farther Uſe will be found to have been al- 
ways of irreparable Miſchief; whilſt oppreſſed 
Innocence will ſhine thro' the Clouds of Calum- 
ny and Malice, and be triumphantly owned and 
rewarded by the unerring and ſupreme Judge. 
It was the very Intent of theſe preparatory Diſ- 
1 courſes to call Mens Thoughts from thoſe World- 
' Iy Intereſts, which are ſo apt to engroſs them, 
and to awaken Them to the Conſideration of 
| - their 
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their Happineſs i in a more important and more 
durable State; that They might enter on the Ad- , 
miniſtration of Juſtice with warm Impreſſions . N 
their Duty on their Minds, and might act in all, 
che ſeveral Offices of the preſent Inquiry, as Thoſe 
who Eno and remember, that They muſt All N 
bear a more intereſted Part at a more ſolemn and  \ 
important Tribunal. And in Earneſt, if We be- 
lieve what We profeſs to believe, Can We look 
forward'to the Expectation of our Saviour's Com- 
ing to Judgment, and yet dare to falſify in any 
Point, after having ſtaked the Security of all our 5 
Hopes and Pretenſions to his Favour, on our real 
Veracity? He, to whom all Judgment is committed, | 
needeth not that Any ſhould teſtify of Man, for He 

knoweth what is in Man; and will render to every 
Man according to his Works : To Them who by pa- 
tient Continuence in Well-Doing, ſeek for Glory and 
Honour and Immortality, Eternal Life. But to 
Them who are Contentious, and do not obey the Truth, 
but obey Unrighteouſneſs, Indignation and Wrath: 
Tribulation and Anguiſb upon every Soul of Man 
that doth Evil. His Firſt Appearance was to make 
Satisfaftion to the Divine Juſtice for the Sins of 
all Penitent Offenders; and his next will be to 
execute the Wrath of the ſame Divine Juſtice on 

all Impenitent Tranſgreſſors. The Former, be- 
ſides other Uſes, of which We may not be com- 


petent 
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real Reformation; and thereby as a more ſevere 
Terror to all Evil Works repeated and perſiſted in: 
and the Latter will anſwer the ſame Purpoſe of 
vindicating the Equity and Glory of the Divine 
Majeſty by avenging the Violation of his Law 
and Abufes of his offered Mercy. The preſent 
Advantages of the Inſtitution of Magiſtracy will 
then appear to have beenderived from his Appoint- 
ment and Authority, and the preſent Defects of it 
will be ſupplied and recompenced by his infal- 
lible Deciſion and Diſpoſal. Then will all Di- 


ſtinctions ceaſe but That ſpoken of in the Text | 


betwixt Good and Evil Works; for the Apoſtle, 
as the ſureſt Evidence, deſcribes the Tree by the 


Fruits, points to the Principle by the Effects, to 


Faith by Virtue, and ſpecifies the Deeds rather 
than the Perſons of Men. To uſe then the Pro- 


phet Malachi's Phraſe, He ſhall return and diſ- 


cern, and by his final Determination make all the 


World to diſcern, berwixt the Righteous and the 


Wicked, betwixt Him that fwore falſely and Him 


that feared an Oath, in one Word, betwixt Him 
that ſerved God and Him that ſerved Him not. 
Now whilſt We are thinking ſeriouſly and atten- 
tively on theſe * into what comparative In- 


ſigni- 
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ſgnificancy ſink all our other Schemes and Com- 
petitions; and what can appear to be of any great 
Weight but the joint and fervent Purſuit of our 
Sayiour's covenanted Favour on the unfeigned 
Conditions of Piety and Virtue? This has, or 
ſhould have, a ſtrong Tendency to unite and re- 
concile all Pious Chriſtians to Each Other, to leſ- 
ſen and compoſe all other Differences, and to ex- 
eite mutual Charity and Forbearance in their Paſ- 
ſage thro' Life, whilſt their great End in all is the 
ſame, and the neceſſary Means as uniformly agreed 
on. Whilſt Heaven is our Aim, and an unvaried 
Integrity our conſtant Path, of what inconſider- 
able Importance are all other Queſtions, where 
Religion or Morality are not concerned ? Our 
Differences in Speculation, our various Opinions 
in Arts and Sciences, or the more material be- 
cauſe more practical Diſputes relating to perſonal 
or national Intereſts, vaniſh as Nothing at the Re- 
membrance of our important Union in the Ser- 
vice of God and Goodneſs, and our fincere and 
joint Zeal in that Service. Are not our Hearts na- 
turally enlarged towards our Brethren, when We 
conſider them as Heirs together with Us of the Grace 
of Life, as adoring; the fame God and Saviour, 
promoting the ſame Cauſe of Piety and Virtue, 
and in all Reſpects enjoying and valuing the ſame 
Means of Grace and _ of Glory with Our- 


ſelves ? 
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ſelves? ? And ſhould We not then labour to duell 
much and often on this Conſideration, that We 
may calm and mitigate our Paſſions, exert and 
improve our Reaſon, and ſweeten and meliorate 
our Affections towards each other, thereby mu- 
tually ſtrengthening our Influence and Intereſt in 
the great Service which We all profeſs to have 
undertaken ? For the Misfortune is, that, whilſt 
Good Men are divided about leſſer Matters, Bad 
Ones make Advantage of thoſe Diviſions, and per. 
vert them to the Breach of Juſtice and Charity; 
and thus They are indire&#ly made aſſiſtant to the 
Progreſs of Evil Works, who very ſincerely mean, 
and deſire, and endeavour to promote good ones. 
Let Us then without Reſerve profeſs, and with- 
out Fluctuation maintain an uniform Obedience 
in the Faith and Fear of God, and abhor every 
Engagement inconſiſtent with the ſolemn Appeal 
that We are at any Time ealled on to make to 


Fim for his Protection and our Veracity ; and 


whilſt our own Conſciences, and the great Judge 
of them, can bear Witneſs to our Fidelity, let 


the Importance of ſuch Obligations remind Us, 


that Others are not lightly to be charged with 


ſuch tremendous Guilt, as that of defying the 


Vengeance of God by challenging his Judgments 
pn Themſelves, if they are guilty of Hypocriſy. 
Such ee Impiety ſhould ſtrike us with | 


Terror 


5 1 
Terror, and ſhould diſpoſe Us to act faithfully, 
and believe charitably ; and in ſuch mutual Fide- 
lity and Candour, Rulers would be more ſafe, and 
Subjects more happy, and Both would rejoyce 
in Each Other with greater Security and Satiſ- 
faction. Let Us conclude the Whole with a fer- 
vent Petition to the Author of our Being, and 
Fountain of our Happineſs, in the Words of our 
excellent Liturgy, © That it would pleaſe Him 
« to bleſs and keep the Magiſtrates, giving them 
« Grace to execute Juſtice, and to maintain 


« Truth.“ 
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Books printed for James Fletcher in Oxford, and 
Sam. Birt in Ave Mary Lane, London. 7 


7 HE Eternity of Future Puniſhments aſſerted 

and vindicated, in Anſwer to Mr Mhiſton's late 
Treatiſe on that Subject. In two Sermons preached 
before the Univerſity of Oxford. 


2. The Deſireableneſs of the Chriſtian Faith illuſtra- 
ted and applied. A Sermon preached at the Trien- 
nial Viſitation of the Right Reverend Father in 
God Thomas Lord Biſhop of Sarum, held at Reading 
on Thurſday Aug. 30. 1744. | 


z. The Nature, Procedure, Extent, Value and Ef- 
fecks of a Rational Faith conſidered. In two Ser- 
mons preached before the Univerſity of Oxford. 


4. The Practical Influence of the Doctrine of the 
Holy Trinity repreſented. A Sermon preached 
before the Univerſity of Oxford on Trinity Sunday, 


June 9.1745. 


5. A Diflertation on Fepthah's Vow : occaſioned by 
Mr Romain's late Sermon on that Subject. 


6. A Free Anſwer to Dr Middleton's Free Enquiry in- 
+ to the Miraculous Powers of the Primitive Church. 


7, Practical Diſcourſes on Gratitude, Humility, Ve- 
racity, Chaſtity, Temperance, Contentment, Indu- 
ſtry, Fortitude, Prudence, Juſtice, Charity, For- 
giveneſs of Injuries, and Friendſhip, in 2 vol. 


By William Dodwell D. D. Rector of Shottesbrook Berks, 
and Prebendary of Sarum. | 
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